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to the Company if it should ever appear that his
nomination had been in any way bought, sold, or ex-
changed for anything convertible into a pecuniary
benefit.
This vigorous condemnation and the public atten-
tion drawn to these open scandals, together with the
various measures taken for preventing their repeti-
tion, closed the worst chapter in the history of the
Company's system of patronage. After the renewal
of the Charter in 1813, followed as it was by the
greater infusion of retired Anglo-Indian officers into
the Court of Directors, rumors of sale of appoint-
ments became less frequent. Occasionally such a
rumor would be raised, but the Directors were too
anxious to retain their lucrative prerogative to risk
losing it by hushing up scandalous proceedings.
The best-known later case occurred in 1827, when
the Directors got on the track of the sale of a cadet-
ship to the Indian army. Immediate and public
investigation took place; the Director involved, to-
gether with the stockholder who had obtained the
nomination from him, and the persons who had adver-
tised and sold it, were tried in the Court of King's
Bench in 1828;* and although the principal parties
were acquitted, the condemnation of one of the sub-
ordinate agents in the business gave a wholesome
1 " Proceedings of the Court of Directors ... to investigate Trans-
actions connected with an Abuse of Patronage; together with a Report
of the Trial ... on the 6th March, 1828, the King on the Prosecu-
tion of the East India Company, against Samuel Sutton and Others."
London, 1828.